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November	Car	of	the	Month	
Bill	and	Joan	Thomas’s	1954	Bentley	Sport	Saloon		

by	Bill	Thomas	

Our	“R”	Type	Bentley	was	completed	in	late	1954,	very	near	the	end	of	“R”	
Type	production.	It’s	registration	in	England	even	listed	it	as	a	1954-55	
model	year	car.	Our	family	has	owned	it	since	the	early	1970’s,	when	my	
father	purchased	it	as	the	second	owner.	Its	first	17	years	of	existence	was	
in	the	Chester	area	in	the	northwest	of	England,	near	the	border	with	
Wales.	The	original	owner	was	a	gentleman	named	J.E.	Davies.		

	

A	Real	Classy	Classic	

This	was	not	the	first	Bentley	in	our	family.	I	purchased	the	first	one	while	
in	my	sophomore	year	of	college	studying	Gothic	Architecture	in	England	
and	France.	As	a	student,	I	had	access	to	the	classified	listings	of	Bentleys	
and	made	time	to	pursue	some.	The	one	I	could	afford	and	purchased	was	
a	Mark	VI	with	about	a	quarter	of	a	million	miles	on	it.	And,	although	the	
body	was	in	rough	shape,	the	mechanicals	all	worked	and	the	engine	was	
strong	and	ran	smoothly.	When	I	returned	home	to	the	States	with	the	car,	
reality	set	in	about	the	car	and	my	competing	academic	goals.	So,	after		

Continued	on	page	3	
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BRR	Region	Contacts	
	
Bull	Run	Region	Website:	
www.bullrunaaca.org	
	
Officers:	
President:	Bill	Holmes	
(703)	644-6890	
	
Vice	Pres:	Joann	Richardson	
(703)	768-1569	
	
Secretary:	Brandon	Bazan	
(703)	361-2492	
	
Treasurer:	Nicki	Hudson	
(540)	522-6533	
	
Board	of	Directors:	
George	Richardson	
(703)	768-1569	
	
Pete	Pandolfi	
(703)	754-4668	
	
Scott	Patton	
(703)	474-4668	
	
Website	Coordinator:	
	
Sunshine	Committee:	
Sally	Batchelder	
(703)	339-2064	
	
Membership	Recorder:	
Lenita	Franklin	
(703)	494-6709	

The	President’sPage	by	Bill	Holmes	

	

Remember	to	mail	your	
2017	AACA	National	

Board	of	Directors	Ballot	
by	November	15,	2016	

We	need	all	members	that	can	possibly	make	it	to	come	to	next	
meeting	on	November	13.		This	is	the	BRR	Annual	General	
Business	meeting	for	2017.		We	will	be	discussing	finalization	
of	nominations	of	2017	officers,	review	and	approval	of	2017	
budget,	meeting	and	outings	plan.		In	addition	there	are	some	
bylaw	changes	to	discuss	plus	the	overall	direction	and	future	
of	the	club.	
	
Despite	approaching	over	10	individuals	directly	and	
repeatedly	asking	for	any	interested	persons	to	step	forward	
over	the	last	several	months,	the	Nominating	Committee	has	
only	gotten	a	positive	response	for	Treasurer	and	one	of	the	
three	open	Directors	positions.		Without	a	President,	VP	and	
the	other	open	officer	positions	it	will	be	hard	to	continue	
operations	in	2017.		That	is	the	cold	hard	facts!	
	
VOLUNTEERS	ARE	NEEDED	TO	STEP	FORWARD.		If	you	will	
serve	as	an	elected	officer	contact	me	(703-403-4097)	or	
Franklin	Gage	(f.gage@hotmail.com	703-869-8434.	
	

R/Bill	Holmes	President	
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Car	of	the	Month	continued	from	page	1	

returning	to	school,	I	decided	to	sell	the	Mark	VI,	
not	knowing	my	recently	retired	father	had	been	
spending	time	tinkering	with	it.	When	it	sold,	he	
decided	that	we	would	not	be	without	a	Bentley	
for	long	and	purchased	the	“R”	Type	we	now	have,	
which	came	with	a	lot	less	wear	and	tear	than	my	
well-worn	Mark	VI.		

Our	1954	“R”	Type	Bentley	was	manufactured	by	
Rolls	Royce	in	their	factory	at	Crewe,	England,	
where	Bentleys	and	Rolls	Royces	came	off	of	the	
same	assembly	line.	The	“R”	Type	Bentley	and	the	
Silver	Dawn	Rolls	Royce	are	virtually	the	same	
automobile	except	for	two	items.	Obviously,	the	
Bentley	and	Rolls	have	different	radiator	shells,	
but	Rolls	were	generally	fitted	with	a	single	
downdraft	2-barrel	Stromberg	carburetor,	
whereas	the	Bentley	has	dual	“SU”	carbs.			

This	gives	the	Bentley	a	slight	performance	edge,	
thereby	paying	homage	to	Bentley’s	rich	racing	
heritage	at	Brooklands	and	LeMans.	These	
victories	were	in	the	years	prior	to	Bentley’s	
purchase	by	Rolls	Royce	in	1931.	Prior	to	1931,	
Bentley	was	an	independent	manufacturer	of	very	
high	quality,	high-speed	motorcars	rivaling	the	
very	best	in	the	world,	and	was	serious	
competition	to	Rolls	Royce.		

The	factory	where	our	“R”	Type	was	produced	was	
created	to	produce	the	Rolls	Royce	“Merlin”	V-12	
aircraft	engine	for	World	War	II.	After	the	war,	

automobile	production	was	moved	to	this	factory	
and	a	number	Rolls	Royce/Bentley	traditions	were	
about	to	change.	For	example,	prior	to	the	war,	
Rolls	Royce	and	Bentley	produced	only	automobile	
chassis.	Independent	coachbuilders,	such	as	
Freestone	and	Webb,	Hoopers,	Park	Ward,	
Mulliner,	and	others,	built	the	bodies.	In	1946,	a	
first	for	Rolls	Royce	occurred	when	the	Mark	VI	
Bentley	was	produced	in	the	Rolls	Royce	factory	as	
a	complete	car.	The	chassis	as	well	as	the	body	and	
interior	were	all	assembled	in	the	same	factory.		

	

While	the	Mark	VI	was	definitely	a	milestone	in	
Rolls	Royce	history,	the	“R”	Type	had	a	major	first	
of	its	own.	Not	only	did	the	“R”	Type	Bentley	
display	a	new	longer	“in	house”	built	body	with	
welded	frame,	but	it	was	also	the	first	Rolls	Royce-
built	product	to	employ	automatic	transmissions.	
This	new	feature	was	first	offered	as	an	option	in	
1953	and	became	standard	in	1954.	Ultimately,	
1,231	“R”	Type	Bentleys	were	produced	with	
automatic	transmissions	for	worldwide	
consumption.	It	should	be	noted	that	the	
automatic	transmission	employed	was	sourced	
from	General	Motors	and	is	essentially	the	same	
design	as	employed	in	Cadillac	and	other	GM	cars.	
Other	GM	features	of	the	“R”	Type	Bentley	include	
ignition	system	by	Delco-Remy,	Air	Cleaner	by	AC,	
and	windscreen	washer	system	by	Trico.		

Continued	on	page	4	

	

Bentley	Engine	with	AC	Air	Cleaner	

Drawing	Room	Comfort	
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Car	of	the	Month	Continued	from	page	3	

Our	Bentley	has	provided	roughly	45	years	of	
enjoyment	for	our	family.	Driving	and/or	riding	in	
this	car	is	not	unlike	the	feeling	of	being	
comfortably	seated	in	the	drawing	room	of	a	fine	
English	home,	only	this	drawing	room	also	goes	
down	the	road.	It	also	reflects	refinement	and	
attention	to	detail	that	is,	unfortunately,	rarely	
found	today.		

Care	of	the	car	
over	the	years	
can	be	
characterized	as	
conservation	
rather	than	
restoration.	It	
has	been	
repainted	in	the	

original	
Midnight	
Blue	and	
the	

leather	on	the	seating	surfaces	was	replaced.	
White	Post	Restorations	did	a	complete	redo	of	the	
brakes,	but	most	other	mechanical/cosmetic	work	
was	done	by	my	father	or	me.				

Other	noteworthy	
features	of	our	car	
include:	Sunroof,	
all-leather	interior	
with	Wilton	Wool	
carpets,	mahogany	
with	burled	walnut	
dash	and	window	
trim	inside,	
Girling-Bijur	
centralized	
chassis	
lubrication	
system,	combination	of	Lockheed	hydraulic	brakes	
and	mechanical	brakes,	electric	start	as	well	as	a	
hand	crank	start	for	emergencies,	under	seat	
heater	and	windscreen	defroster,	vanity	
compartments	with	mirrors	in	rear	quarters,	drop-
down	writing	desks	for	rear	passengers,	side	
semaphore	style	turn	signals	as	well	as	signal	
lights	in	the	fenders,	and	under-seat	tool	kit	in	
sliding	drawer.		

This	car	has	won	numerous	awards	over	many	
years.	The	most	recent	award	being	Best	of	Show	
(Foreign)	at	the	2016	Bull	Run	Region	Edgar	Rohr	
Memorial	Car	Show	in	Manassas,	Va.	

	
	

	
	

New	Leather	Seating	Surfaces	

Looks	Good	from	Any	Angle	

November	Automotive	Trivia	Question	
What	was	the	first	car	to	have	an	aerodynamic	
body	that	enclosed	both	the	driver	and	platform?	

	
Answer	on	page	8	
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Your	Hobby…	
Your	Newsletter…	
Your	Stories…	

	
To	 make	 this	 an	 informative	 and	 interesting	
vehicle	 for	club	members	 I	will	need	your	help.	 If	
you	 know	 of	 any	 upcoming	 events,	 please	 let	me	
know.	 Also,	 articles	 on	 events	 you	 have	 attended	
complete	 with	 pictures	 for	 publication	 in	 the	
Clutch	 Chatter	 would	 be	 great	 contributions.	
Articles	on	automotive	history,	vintage	photos,	the	
agony	and	joy	of	your	restoration	projects	(current	
or	 past),	 technical	 tips,	 or	 a	 discourse	 on	 a	
particular	skill	that	you	would	like	to	share	would	
also	 be	 welcome.	 The	 articles	 do	 not	 need	 to	 be	
long,	usually	between	600	and	900	words.	Pictures	
are	 especially	 welcome.	 Please	 submit	 articles,	
pictures	or	ideas	to	me	and	see	your	story	featured	
in	the	Clutch	Chatter.	
	
The	Clutch	Chatter	Editor	
6800	Walnut	Street	
Falls	Church,	VA	22046-2320	
Phone:	(703)	534-6387	
The	deadline	for	submissions	for	inclusion	in	
the	next	issue	is	the	25th	of	the	month.		
	
November	Anniversaries	
	

John	&	Cecelia	Zampino	 November	1	
Thomas	&	Shara	McQueen	 November	4	
Arnold	&	Mary	Beth	Borsetti	 November	5	
Bill	&	Karen	Holmes	 November	23	
	
November	Birthdays	
	

Jim	Cross	 November	2	
Lyn	Beer	 November	3	
November	 November	
November	 November	
Jon	Battle	 November	13	
Shara	McQueen	 November	13	
Mary	Loren	 November	18	
Garry	Scutt	 November	19	
Linda	Puff	 November	20	
David	Reininger	 November	22	
	

	
Meeting	Refreshments:	A	Volunteer	is	needed	to	
bring	refreshments	to	the	Bull	Run	December	
meeting.	Please	contact	Joann	Richardson	at	703-
768-1569			
	

Upcoming	Meetings:	The	November	13	meeting	
will	be	the	Annual			General	Business	meeting	for	
2017,	nomination	of	officers	and	review	and	
approval	of	the	2017	budget	and	plan:	no	speaker.	
	

At	 the	 December	 11	 meeting	 we	 will	 hold	 the	
election	 of	 officers.	 December	 is	 the	 Christmas	
Cookie	Exchange.	Bring	two	dozen	cookies	and	go	
home	 with	 two	 dozen	 assorted	 cookies.	 Steve	
White	and	Charlie	Carroccio	will	do	a	presentation	
on	their	road	rallying	days.	
 
Upcoming	Tours:		Spring	is	Coming!!	
	
Presenters	needed.	 Jon	Battle	has	several	people	
on	 tap	 for	 short	 presentations	 at	 our	 monthly	
meetings,	but	there	is	always	a	need	for	more.	Do	
you	have	some	special	expertise	you	would	like	to	
share?	Do	you	have	a	favorite	make	of	vehicle	you	
could	enlighten	the	rest	of	the	membership	about.	
If	you	do,	please	contact	Jon	at	540-364-1770.	
	

	
	

	

Member	News		Editor’s	Notes	by	Bill	Winter	
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Sunday	October	16,	2016	
	
President	Bill	Holmes	called	the	meeting	to	order	
at	4:00	PM	by	leading	the	Pledge	of	Allegiance.		
	
Treasurer	Nicki	Hudson	presented	the	Treasurers	
Report,	including	the	income	and	expenses	from	
the	Rohr	Car	Show.	The	report	was	approved	and	
seconded.	
	
Darryll	Baker	reported	on	the	Show.	A	member	of	
the	Boy	Scout	Troop	670	that	presented	the	Colors	
at	the	Show	has	expressed	interest	in	establishing	
a	relationship	with	the	Club.	Darryll	noted	that	this	
is	a	good	opportunity	to	promote	the	interest	of	
some	younger	people	in	AACA	activities	and	
suggested	the	members	give	some	thought	to	what	
activities	may	work	well.	Darryll	asked	members	
of	the	Show	Committee	to	remain	after	the	regular	
meeting	to	discuss	“lessons	learned”.	
	
There	were	no	open	items	or	new	business.	Bill	
Holmes	reported	on	the	e-mail	spoof.	
	
John	Ballle	introduced	John	Maloney	who	spoke	on	
photographing	cars.	
	

Bull	Run	Region	Calendar:.	
	

November	13th	–	Annual	BRR	General	Business	
Meeting	for	2017.	Nomination	of	officers	and	
review	and	approval	of	the	2017	budget	and	plan.	
	

December	11th	--	Bull	Run	Meeting,	VFW	Hall,	
Manassas,	VA.		Election	of	officers.	Christmas	
Cookie	Exchange.	Speakers	Steve	White	and	
Charlie	Carroccio	“Rallying	Old	Cars”.	
	

National	Calendar:	
	

November	5-11	–	2016	Reliability	Tour	for	
vehicles	manufactured	before	January	1,	1916.	For	
more	information	go	to	www.savaaca.org	
	
	
	

The	photographer	John	Maloney	is	a	self-described	
“generalist”	when	it	comes	to	what	he	shoots.			He	
enjoys	wildlife,	people,	ancient	barns,	ballet,	and	
any	number	of	other	things,	and	his	excellent	
photos	have	appeared	in	The	Baltimore	Sun,	The	
Washington	Post	and	The	Maryland	
Conservationist	magazine.	
	

meeting	of	the	Bull	Run	Region	and	addressed	
members	on	one	of	his	favorite	subjects,	
photographing	old	cars.		The	cars	that	catch	
Maloney's	eye	can	be	of	any	sort:	antique,	street	
rod	or	even	derelict.		But	in	each	case	he	manages	
to	find	a	unique	way	to	capture	his	subjects.		
During	his	talk	Mr.	Maloney	used	68	of	his	photos,	
projected	onto	a	screen,	to	illustrate	several	
pointers	on	how	to	create	out-of-the-ordinary	
portraits	of	automobiles.			
	

Mr.	Maloney's	most	important	suggestion:	use	a	
polarizing	filter	on	your	camera!		Most	of	his	
outdoor	photos	employ	the	use	of	a	filter,	
especially	when	the	bright	sun	mixes	with	shiny			
Automobiles!	A	filter	is	easy	to	use;	just	rotate	it		
	

		
until	the	desired	effect	is	reached,	and	then	all	

sorts	of	distracting	dazzle	disappear	from	an		
Continued	on	page	7	

Meeting	Minutes	for	October	2016	
by	Bill	Winter,	acting	Secretary	

October	16	Meeting	Program	
by	Jon	Battle	

Photos	by	John	Maloney	

A	polarizing	filter	can	cut	out	glass	
reflections	on	a	sunny	day,	making	it	easier	

to	see	faces	of	this	car’s	occupants	

2016	Calendar	of	Events	and	Activities	
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October	Meeting	Program	continued	from	page	6	
	

image.		A	filter	is	especially	helpful	when		
photographing	people	in	a	car,	because	it	removes	
the	reflection	on	windows	that	would	otherwise	
	obscure	faces.	Even	many	of	the	most	inexpensive	
point-and-shoot	cameras	have	provisions	for	
mounting	a	filter	nowadays,	and	the	results	are	
well	worth	the	trouble	to	install	one.	
	

Although	reflections	can	be	unwanted,	they	can	
also	work	to	produce	a	spectacular	photo.		Mr.	
Maloney	showed	several	examples	of	cars	
reflected	in	the	chrome	hubcaps	and	highly

	polished	fenders	of	adjacent	automobiles	at	a	car	
show.			
	

Focusing	on	details	can	yield	a	stunningly	original	
composition.		One	of	Mr.	Maloney's	photos	
captures	the	lusciously	curves	of	a	Kaiser	Darrin	
by	aiming	at	the	spot	where	the	car's	unique	

sliding	door	
meets	the	
door	jamb.		
Other	photos	
zoom	in	on	
car	name-	
plates,	hood	
ornaments	
and	pin	
striping.		

	

John	Maloney	never	hesitates	to	modify	his	photos	
using	Photoshop.		In	one	of	his	photos	a	flame-red	
1933	Ford	sits	alone	on	the	grass,	with	a	
weathered	board	fence	behind.		In	actuality	
another	car	had	cluttered	the	photo.		But	John	
skillfully	removed	the	car	and	then	filled	the	gap	
with	grass	and	fence	rails	that	blended	perfectly	
with	the	background.	
	
Another	suggestion:		change	your	perspective	
when	composing	your	photo.		Get	on	your	knees,	
or	even	lie	on	the	ground	and	shoot	upward.		
Climb	a	ladder	and	shoot	downward.		Try	for	an	
unusual	standpoint	that	will	allow	you	a	unique	
vantage	point	of	the	vehicle.	
	

Grouping	cars	next	to	one	another	or	against	an	
interesting	background	can	result	in	a	beautiful	
photograph.		For	instance,	Maloney	arranged	two	
cars,	one	in	front	of	the	other,	with	a	bright	yellow	
airplane	bringing	up	the	rear,	at	the	Wings	and	

Wheels		
Car	
Show	at	
the	
Flying	
Circus	in	
Bealeton	
last	July.		

All	three	are	headed	in	the	same	direction,	and	the	
result	conveys	a	feeling	of	motion.		
	

You	can	see	John's	photographs	in	all	their	true	
colors	at	his	website,	GEMPhoto.zenfolio.com	,	and	
even	buy	copies	for	framing!	
	

More	tips	and	photos	on	page	10	
	

Hubcap	reflections	can	provide	a	nifty	way	of	
picturing	cars.		Just	don’t	let	them	reflect	the	
photographer.	

	John	concentrated	on	the	sliding	door	and	the	
result	was	this	interesting	shot	that	captures	
the	essential	curviness	of	the	car.	

The	arrangement	of	your	subject	can	add	to	
the	dynamism	of	the	photo,	such	as	when	John	
Maloney	grouped	these	two	cars	against	the	
background	of	a	bright	yellow	biplane.	

Answer	to	November	Trivia	Question	
	

The	1902	Baker	Torpedo	Electric.	One	of	these	
cars	reached	a	speed	of	80	mph	before	crashing	
and	killing	two	spectators.	Another	was	later	
clocked	at	120	mph,	but	spectators	were	not	
invited	that	time.	
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Eleven	hardy	souls	(including	a	Sessler's	36	
Buick	and	the	Cross'	63	Buick)	trekked	off	into	
the	beautiful	Shenandoah	Valley	last	Saturday	
for	a	day	of	back	road	touring,	a	stop	at	Troxler's	
Nash	Dealership	and	lunch	at	the	Queen	St.	Diner	
in	Strasburg	VA.	
	
The	dealership	was	operated	from	the	early	‘50s	
through	the	late	‘70s	and	sold	Nash,	Hudson,	
Studebaker,	Rambler,	AMC	and	later	used	cars.	
	

	

Itwas	a	step	into	the	early	50s!		Rick	Troxler	
restored	the	dealership	to	its	original	early	‘50	
appearance	when	it	was	a	new	Nash	dealership	
operated	by	his	grandfather	and	father.		

	
The	lunch	at	Queen	Street	Diner	completed	our	
time	warp	experience	with	some	good	old	
country	cook’n.	
	

	
In	the	afternoon	we	cruised	down	RT	US11	and	

then	through	the	Edinburg	Gap	into	Fort	Valley,	a	
beautiful	surprise	hidden	inside	Massanutten		
Mountain.		
	

	

	
More	photos	and	the	route	map	will	be	posted	
onto	the	club	website	in	case	you	want	to	take	
your	own	trip.		The	trees	are	still	mostly	green	
up	in	the	mountains	so	there	is	still	an	
opportunity	to	catch	some	of	nature’s	pallet	of	
green,	gold	and	red.			

Fall	Foliage	and	Nash	Dealership	Tour	
Saturday	October	22,	2016	

by	Bill	Holmes	

1961	Nash	Ambassador	

The	color	may	be	a	week	or	two	away	

A	great	stop	for	lunch	
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Ferdinand	Porsche	built	the	first	gas/electric	
hybrid	vehicle	in	1900.	
	

		
	
Porsche	 built	 his	 first	 car,	 the	 Lohner-Porsche	
Electric	 Chaise	 in	 1898.	 It	was	 the	world’s	 first	
front-wheel-drive	car	and	was	driven	by	electric	
motors	mounted	 in	 the	wheel	 hubs.	 In	 1899	he	
added	motors	to	the	rear	wheels	and	four-	wheel	
breaking,	also	a	first.	The	car	could	travel	nearly	
40	 miles	 on	 a	 single	 charge	 of	 the	 on-board	
batteries.	
	
Porsche’s	 second	 car,	 built	 in	 1900	 was	 a	
gas/electric	 hybrid.	 He	 added	 two	 2.5	 hp	
gasoline	 engines	 to	 drive	 two	 generators	 that	
provided	 power	 to	 the	 electric	 motors	 in	 the	
wheel	 hubs	 and	 also	 charged	 the	 on-board	
batteries.	 By	 reversing	 the	 polarity	 of	 the	
generators	 and	 briefly	 connecting	 them	 to	 the	
batteries	 the	 generators	 functioned	 as	 starting	
motors	to	start	the	gas	engines,	another	first.	The	
engines	could	also	be	started	by	hand	cranking.	
_____________________________________	
1.TodayIFoundOut.com,	 The	 First	 Gas/Electric	
Hybrid	Vehicle	Invented	in	1900.	
2.PressPorsch.com/news/release,Prof.Ferdinand	
Porsche	Created	the	First	Functional	Hybrid	Car	
	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

Did	You	Know?	

	

Rob	will	give	Bull	Run	Region	
Members	a	20%	Discount	on	Labor	
for	Mechanical,	Body	and	Paint	
Work.		Show	your	Membership	Card	
to	Receive	the	Discount.	
	

Want	more	information?	
	

Take	the	time	to	visit	the	Bull	Run	
Region	website.	See	expanded	articles,	
past	issues	of	the	Clutch	Chatter,	

pictures	of	events,	member’s	cars	and	
much,	much	more.				

www.bullrunaaca.org	
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29	Diner	is	a	Supporter	of	the	Bull	Run	Region,	AACA	
www.29diner.com	
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Additional	Photos	and	Tips	from	John	Maloney	

Continued	from	page	7	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	
	
Create	interest	by	focusing	
on	an	interesting	detail,	like	
this	T-Bird	hood	scoop.	

This	photo	combines	a	
tricky	reflection	(in	the	
side-mount	spare	
mirror)	with	a	focus	on	
the	pin	striping	of	the	
car’s	windshield	
stanchion.	

Look	closely:	there	used	to	
be	a	car	to	the	left	of	this	'33	
Ford!		John	Maloney	
removed	it	and	replaced	the	
missing	grass	and	fence	rails	
with	his	computer	program.	


